
 

A Place for Elijah by Kelly 
Easton-Ruben 
MaryAnn Burden,  
Chester Library 
 
As a family celebrates 
Passover together during a 
power failure, young Sarah 
worries about saving a place 
for the prophet Elijah as they welcome neighbors and 
a stranger out of the cold. (hoopla only) 
 

GoodNight Bubbala: A 
Joyful Parody  
by Sheryl Haft  
Risa Skerker,  
Montville Public Library 
 
This festive parody offers 
a very different bedtime 

routine filled with dancing and kvelling!  Even 
includes an Easy Latkes recipe by Ina Garten.    
 
 
The Passover Guest  
by Susan Kusel 
Risa Skerker,  
Montville Public Library 
 
Set in the Great Depression, 
Muriel assumes her family is 
too poor to have a Passover 
Seder this year - but an act of 
kindness and a mysterious 
magician change everything.  This book is quite 
enchanting and also spotlights Washington D.C. with 
the Lincoln Monument, the White House and the 
Tidal Basin with its Cherry Trees in peak bloom!  It is a 
wonderful story about hope!    
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All of a Kind Family by Sydney 
Taylor 
Jennifer Winberry,  
Hunterdon County Library 

One of my favorite children’s 

series. This book and its four 

companion novels tell the story of 

a family of five sisters and one 

brother growing up at the turn of the 20th century on 

the Lower East Side of Manhattan 

 

A Faraway Island by Anniika Thor 
MaryAnn Burden,  
Chester Library 
 
Two Jewish sisters from Vienna are sent to separate 
foster homes in Sweden to escape the Nazis in 1939.  
While one sister quickly adapts, the other worries 
about her parents and struggles with life on a cold, 
faraway island. 
 

 



 

Florence Adler Swims Forever  
by Rachel Beanland 
Nina Zarin, Montville Public Library 
 
In the summer of 1934, Florence 
Adler's dream of becoming a 
swimming champion ends in 
tragedy and her family constructs an elaborate 
story to keep her pregnant sister from finding out 
the truth.  The story explores, from multiple 
perspectives, the consequences of this lie through 
several generations of the Adler family. Richly 
detailed and moving, yet comic, this book will 
appeal to fans of the TV series The Marvelous Mrs. 
Meisel.  
 

 
People of the Book  
by Geraldine Brooks  
Ilene Lefkowitz, Denville Library 
 
Parallel stories of a rare book expert 
and the famed illustrated Sarajevo 
Haggadah thought to have been lost.   
 

 
The Dovekeepers  
by Alice Hoffman 
Ilene Lefkowitz, Denville Library 
 
Touched with Hoffman's magical 
realism is the story of four women 
trying to survive under incredibly 
harsh conditions.  Each with a 
backstory of pain and sorrow together they work to 
bring more than survival to their situation.  
Beautiful and haunting. 
 
 

Adults The World That We Knew  
by Alice Hoffman 
Therese McClachrie,  
Riverdale Public Library 
 
Historical Fiction. A Jewish refugee's 
flight to safety in World War 2. A 
deeply emotional account by a 
wonderful storyteller. Read by our book club and 
enjoyed by all 

The Slaughterman's Daughter  
by Yaniv Icsovitz 
Nancy Shah,  
Florham Park Public Library 
A twisty, bloody, and darkly comic 
tale of a pair of young women's 
misadventures in czarist Russia.  
 

 

The Weight of Ink  
by Rachel Kadish 
Nancy Shah,  
Florham Park Public Library 
 
I recommend this title every 
chance I get. It's a sprawling 
emotional story that toggles 
between 1660s London and the present day, all 
centered around a parcel of letters written by an 
ultra-intelligent Jewish woman who was centuries 
before her time. 

 

The Chosen  
by Chaim Potok 
Amy Anderson,  
Hackettstown Free Public Library 
 
Set in the 1940s, it's a coming of age 
story that follows the blossoming 
friendship between two Jewish boys 

and the pressures put on them by their fathers to 
practice their religion in a certain way.  (eBook only) 
 

 

The Golem and the Jinni  
by Helene Wecker 
Jennifer Winberry,  
Hunterdon County Library 

A clay golem, brought to life by a 
disgraced rabbi, forms an 
unlikely alliance with Ahmad, a 
Syrian jinni, in this melding of 
Yiddish and Syrian fables and literature set in late 
19th century New York City.  The sequel The Hidden 
Palace will be published in June 2021, set just 
before World War I crossing the Atlantic from New 
York to the Middle East. 

 

 
The 100 Most Jewish foods :  
a Highly Debatable List ed. by Alana Newman 
Jess Moskowitz,  
Pequannock Township Public Library  
 

This humorous and informational book is a 
combination of recipes, personal anecdotes and 
historical tidbits about Jewish food as well as food 
Jews love.  It includes everything from whether our 
soup actually has medicinal properties to why we 
love Chinese food so much.  I also got to revisit such 
favorites as Hydrox cookies, kugel and 
hamantaschen.   
Bonus: There's great recipes for your upcoming 

Passover meal! 


